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thirteen shillings, and four-pence, as the regular and
stated fee ; and three pounds, six shillings, and eight-
pence, by way of bounty or reward. The same suin,
as I learn from the manuscript notes of Lord Stan-
hope, Treasurer of the Chamber to King James the
First, continued to be paid during his reign : and this
was the stated payment during the reign of his suc-
cessor also. Plays at court were usually performed at
night, by which means they did not interfere with
the regular exhibition at the publick theatres, which
was early in the afternoon; and thus the royal bounty
was for so much a clear profit to the company : but
when a play was commanded to be performed at any
of the royal palaces in the neighbourhood of London,
by which the actors were prevented from deriving any
profit from a public exhibition on the same day, the
fee, as appears from a manuscript in the Lord Cham-
berlain's office, wras, in the yeax 1630, and probably in
Shakspeare's time also, twenty pounds8; and this cir-

8 " Whereas by virtue of his majesties letters patent, bearing
date the 16th of June, 1625, made and graunted in confirmation
of diverse warrants and privy seales unto you formerly directed in
the time of our late soveraigne King James, you are authorized
(amongst other things) to make payment for playes acted before
his majesty and the queene. Theis are to pray and require you,
cmt of his majesties treasure in your charge, to pay or cause to be
payed unto John Lowing, in the behalfe of himseife and the rest
of the company his majesties players, the sum of two hundred
and sixty pounds; that is to say, twenty pounds apiece for four
playes acted at Hampton Court, in respect and consideration of
the travaile and expence of the whole company in dyet and
lodging during the time of their attendance there; and the like
somme of twenty pounds for one other play which was acted in
the day-time at Whitehall, by meanes whereof the players lost
the benefit of their house for that day ; and ten pounds apiece for
sixteen other playes acted before his majestic and the queene at
severall times, between the 30th of Sept. and 21 st of Feb. last
past. As it may appeare by the annexed schedule.

'* And theis, '&c.    March 17, 1630-1."

MS* in the Lord Chamberlain's Office^